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March 26, 2009
Kirkland Named “Tree City” 7th Year Running
Kirkland, WA – Kirkland, Washington has been named a Tree City USA community by the Arbor Day Foundation to honor the City’s commitment to community forestry.  It is the seventh year Kirkland has received this national recognition. The Tree City USA program is sponsored by the Arbor Day Foundation in cooperation with the National Association of State Foresters and the USDA Forest Service.  Kirkland has met the four standards to become a Tree City USA community:  having a tree board or department, a tree care ordinance, a community forestry program with an annual budget of at least $2 per capita, and an Arbor Day observance and proclamation.

Communities that receive Tree City USA recognition not only have provided the resources to meet these standards, they recognize that trees promote a healthier community, moderate climate, reduce heat in urban areas and can increase property values.  

“Kirkland has a long standing commitment to environmental protection including tree preservation,” notes Mayor James Lauinger.  “We are extremely proud to be once again recognized for our efforts.”  Kirkland will host its next annual Arbor Day celebration on November 14, 9 a.m. to 12 p.m. at Cotton Hill Park. 
The City’s comprehensive tree regulations provide for the protection, preservation, replacement, proper maintenance and use of significant trees located in the City.  Last year the City Council adopted a 20-Year Forest Restoration Plan that calls for the restoration of Kirkland’s natural areas.  Much of the restoration is happening through the City’s volunteer network, the Green Kirkland Partnership.  To volunteer, contact Sharon Rodman, Parks & Community Services Department at 425-587-3305 or visit www.greenkirkland.org.  For more information about Kirkland’s tree regulations, call Deb Powers, Urban Forester, Planning Department at 425-587-3235.  More information about Tree City USA can be found at www.arborday.org/TreeCityUSA.

About the Arbor Day Foundation

The Arbor Day Foundation is a nonprofit, environmental, an education organization of nearly

one million members, with a mission to inspire people to plant, nurture, and celebrate trees. More information on the Foundation and its programs can be found at www.arborday.org.
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